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account; and many of the seven hundred students who

would, under the old arrangement, have resorted to the

College of Surgeons will, doubtless, go to the College of
Preceptors. It has, however, always been the desire of the
Medical Council, as expressed in their letter to the Syndicate,
that " the general education of medical students should be
in great part under the influence of the universities,
believing that the universities might then exercise a most
beneficial influence upon the medical profession." A gra-
dually increasing number of intending medical students I
have resorted to the local examinations, although these
examinations were held in December; and it may be

expected that the number who will present themselves, when
an additional examination is held in September, will be

considerably increased. The examinations are, as is

universally acknowledged, well conducted; and we agree
with the Medical Council in the hope that the profession
will be benefited by this action of the Syndicate. The

proposal was discussed in the Arts Schools at Cambridge, and
no objections being offered, it is expected that a grace will.
soon be offered to the Senate to confirm the plan.

As will be seen in another column, the agitation in reference
to the new scheme of medical education adopted by a small
majority of the Fellows of the College of Surgeons of Ireland
is still being actively carried on. A deputation from each
party in the Council has had an interview with the Home

Secretary, who has reserved his answer until he has been
able to study the subject more thoroughly. We have already
expressed our conviction that the proposed scheme is most
faulty in many of its details, and quite unworthy of the Irish
College. We do not care to discuss the manner in which it

was passed by the Fellows : whether it was hurried through
or not. But two things are undisputed : that it was voted by
only a very small majority, three, which is evidence to demon-
stration that the changes introduced are not those for which
the profession is ready. Again, the approaching issue of the
report of the Royal Commission, which has been carefully
considering the whole question of medical education, renders
any such changes as are proposed most inopportune. The

result of that report will in all probability be an alteration
in the curriculum in all British medical schools, and it is

extremely unwise to introduce changes which may speedily
require considerable modification. Serious as is the step, we
believe that the case of Dr. ORMSBY and his friends is strong
enough to justify the Home Secretary in withholding his
sanction to this scheme until the report of the Com-

mission has been presented, and in the meantime the

authors of it should strive to remove the blemishes which

their scheme now bears.

THE Medical Acts Commission met at 2, Victoria-street,
Westminster, on Feb. 17th, 18th, 20th, and 21st. Present-
The Earl of Camperdown (chairman), the Bishop oj

Peterborough, the Right Hon. W. H. F. Cogan, the Maste)
of the Rulls, the Right Hon. G. Sclater-Booth, M.P., Sh
William Jenner, Mr. Simon, C.B., Professor Huxley, Dr.
Robert -AleDonnell, iAIr. Bryce, M.P., and Mr. John Whitt
(Secretary).
WE understand that Professor Gerald Yeo will contributt

to the next number of the Fortnightly Review an article or
the Practice of Vivisection in England.

Annotations.
11 Ne quid nimis."

THE CHAIR OF PATHOLOGY AT ABERDEEN
UNIVERSITY.

THERE are already two very eligible candidates for the
newly formed " Erasmus Wilson Chair of Pathology "-
Dr. Creighton of London and Dr. Hamitton of Edinburgh.
The former is well known for his work and writings
upon the development of cancer, first contributed to the

Privy Council Reports and subsequently published in a work
on mammary cancer; and also for his recent contribution to
the important subject of bovine tuberculosis in man.

Dr. Creighton, by these and other contributions to pathology,
has already obtained considerable reputation. He is a

graduate of Aberdeen University, whilst Dr. Hamilton is an
Edinburgh graduate. The latter has had much experience
in pathological teaching at Edinburgh, and has contributed
several memoirs bearing upon pathological histology, among
which may be mentioned papers on pulmonary phthisis,
bronchitis, and on "sponge-grafting," the last being an in-
teresting and practical study of the processes of inflamma-
tion and repair. -

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL.

MR. NEWTON H. NixoN has, with the consent of the

Committee, published a short history of this institution,
which gives, tersely and succinctly, the leading facts that
have marked its progress since its establishment scarcely
half a century since. The first dawn of this important
clinical school was as the " University Dispensary," which
was established in George-street, Euston-square, in 1828.

Among the officers of that modest germ of a great future
institution were Anthony Todd Thomson, Jones Quain,
Richard Quain, and Samuel Cooper. Mr. Richard Quain is
still consulting surgeon to the hospital, having zealously
served it for a period of fifty-four years ! The rapid success
of University College as a medical school made it imperative
to establish an adequate place for the clinical instruction of
the students, who in the year 1829 numbered 165, and were
dependent upon the Middlesex Hospital for their practical
work. Under the auspices of the College, over which Lord
Brougham then presided with characteristic energy, part of
the central block of the present building was constructed in
1833, at a cost of something less than 8000, and was
opened in 1834, with Drs. Elliotson, A. T. Thomson, and
Carswell as physicians, and with Liston, Samuel Cooper,
and R. Quain as surgeons; Dr. Davis was obstetric phy-
sician, and the Rev. H. Stebbing (who resigned his office
only two years since) was chaplain. Without following the
career of the hospital too closely, we may mention a few
facts of general interest which appear in Mr. Nixon’s history.
In the year 1841, out of a total expenditure up to that time of
some due40,000, more than one-half had been contributed by
students in the shape of fees for clinical instruction. In the
same year Dr. C. J. B. Williams was appointed physician.
In 1848, on the death of Liston, the late Professor Syme
became surgeon to the hospital for a very brief period. In
1846 Dr. Walshe became professor of clinical medicine, and
Drs. Garrod and Parkes were appointed assistant-physicians;
and in 1848 Mr. Erichsen and Mr. John Marshall became
assistant-surgeons. In 1850 Mr. Cadge (now of Norwich)
was appointed assistant-surgeon, and Sir William Jenner

assistant-physician. At this time, also, Professor Wharton
Jones became ophthalmic surgeon. In 1856 Sir Henry
Thompson was made assistant-surgeon. The year 1857
was remarkable for the establishment of the department for

Diseases of the Skin, which was at first under the control of
Sir W. Jenner; and for the entrusting of the nursing to the
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sisters of the All Saints’ Home in Margaret-street, who
have managed it ever since. Dr. Reynolds was appointed
in 1860; Wilson Fox, Ringer, and Berkeley Hill in 1863;
Christopher Heath in 1865. In 1867 Mr. Edward Yate-<
left the magnificent sum of .646,000 to the hospital, of which
one-half was for the purposes of a Samaritan fund. In 1868
Dr. Tilbury Fox became physician to the Skin Department;
and in 1873 a fine range of baths was added to the hospital,
mainly by the exertions of that gentleman. Many other
facts are given in Mr. Nixon s history which cannot fail to
interest former students of University College. The History
is published by Lewis of Gower-street.

THE MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT OF
BROOKWOOD ASYLUM.

AFTER thirty years’ work in lunacy, and sixteen years of
peculiarly zealous service at Brookwood Asylum, Dr. Brush- ’
field has retired, the justices of Surrey recognising their in-
debtedness by the grant of a life pension of i700 a year. Dr.
Brushfield had more than common claims on the gratitude of
the county. He found a miserable set of asylum buildings, and
so improved them as to place the public institution for this
division of the county on a footing of exceptional excellence,
both from a sanitary and domestic point of view. When the
time arrived-that inevitable crisis under the present absurd
system of asylum extension-for the erection of new

buildings, Dr. Brushfield so planned, and himself controlled
the enlargement, that at a total cost for building and
furnishing as low as, if not less than, any similar work in
the United Kingdom, the county obtained one of the best-
constructed and appropriately provided edifices of its class
in the country. In a still later stage of the mania for

extended "accommodation," when the justices were induced
to build a new asylum, Dr. Bru3hfield again exerted his
talent for design, and with consummate business tact pro-

9 duced the best of possible results. With the retirement of
Dr. Brushfield public asylum enterprise loses one of its most
intelligent leaders and exponents. In the domestic manage-
ment and discipline of the insane, the ex-superintendent of
Brookwood had few, if any, equals. He never had recourse
to mechanical apparatus for restraint except in surgical
cases, and seclusion was almost unknown in the institution
under his management. His success with the most refractory
patients was conspicuous, and it was by judicious kindness
he ruled. Probably no medical officer in the kingdom has
devoted so much time and personal ability as Dr. Brushfield
has expended in the amusements of the insane. Brook wood
has long been equally famous for the excellence of its

management and the perfection of its theatrical and general
entertainments. It is not too high praise to say that
Dr. Brushfield was the prince of asylum superintendents.
His retirement will, as we have said, be a great loss; but,
happily, he is succeeded by a gentleman who has beer
trained under his leadership and abundantly proved hi:
entire fitness for the discharge of the duties which will no"
devolve upon him. Dr. Barton has for some years past beer
first medical officer at Brookwood, and he now most fittingly
and with the cordial good wishes of all who know the

asylum and its special needs, becomes its superintenden
There can be no misgiving as to the future of the asylum
Dr. Barton has drunk deeply of the spirit evinced in Dr
Brushfield’s policy, and will carry forward the work he ha
so ably commenced. We congratulate the retiring super
intendent on the honour and credit he has won and th

good he has been able to accomplish in a long career o
public usefulness, and we offer our congratulations to Di
Barton on the success of his candidature for the vacan

office, in the full confidence that it will lose none of it
laurels during his tenancy.

SANITARY CONDITION OF CANNES.

OUR correspondent writes : - The energetic architect,
M. Louis Hourlier, who has been placed at the head of the
Public Works Department at Cannes, offers an explanation
of the difficulties in the way of sanitary reform. Two new
sewers have just been constructed ; one in the rue Moliere
close to the Grand Hotel, and the other in the rue Marceau.
But these are minor works; the great question of a com-
plete system of drainage for the town still remains in

abeyance. The law compels all municipalities to submit

projects of this description to the approval of the Ministers
of the Interior and of Marine, in which department red.

tapeism reigns supreme. These great central adminis.
trations have no knowledge of local considerations. The
clerks at the ministerial offices in Paris are not in the
least concerned as to the possible outbreak of typhoid at
Cannes. In vain the municipality of Cannes addresses
letter after letter urging immediate action ; their great
scheme of drainage is still dormant in some ministerial

pigeon hole. The loan is voted, the money is in the coffers
of the municipality, the authorities and their architect are
eager to begin the work, but they are compelled to wait till
the spirit of routine has satisfied itself by useless and, in
this case, fatal delay. In other respects the public works of
the town are progressing apace. Withiu the last few
months a new street has been created in the eastern district.
A large boulevard is now opened to the north of the town;
while the cemetery, which was unwholesomely placed in the
centre of the town, has been suppressed and converted into a
public lounge. All the rivulets have now been supplied with
cemented and properly leveled watercourses, while in some
places they are covered over; thus there will be no more
stagnant water or foul emanations from this source. The
labourers engaged in these works, though badly clothed,
fed, and lodged, have not sufl’ered from ill-health, and yet
they represent an increase in the population amounting to
about three thousand persons. This is not, however, a very
important fact, as these labourers are for the most part
Italians-that is to say, bred and born in towns and dis-
tricts far more unwholesome than the worst quarters of
Cannes, and we should therefore conclude they must be
thoroughly inoculated with every form of zymotic poison.
The importation of these labourers, and the rapidity with
which all authorised works have been executed, are much

I to the credit of the town, and the central authorities
I are greatly to blame for impeding instead of encouraging
l the praiseworthy efforts of the municipality. This is a
l subject that the French press might agitate with advan-
I tage, particularly as at this moment there is a project foi
l municipal reform awaiting discussion in the French Parlia-
G ment. 

__

SCALP WOUND OR FRACTURED SKULL?

AN unavoidable accident has given occasion for remarks
by the Press on the conduct of the resident staff of Guy’s
Hospital, the injustice of which is obvious to anyone pos-
sessed of the rudiments of surgical knowledge. A man was
knocked down by a hansom cab and taken to Guy’s Hospital,
where he was attended by a qualified surgeon, who found
him suffering from a scalp wound, and who, on careful exanii-
nation with his finger and a probe, failed to find any injury
to the bone. Beyond looking " dazed," no symptoms of
brain lesion were present, and the man was accordingly
sent home in charge of a policeman. On his way home he
become unconscious, and was then taken back to the hos-
pital, admitted into a ward, and ultimately died comatose
from "haemorrhage on the brain." " The evidence at the

inquest fails to support in the slightest degree a charge of
carelessness or neglect. The man was attended by a
properly qualified surgeon, who evidently made a eareful
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examination which failed to reveal any proof of a frac-

ture of the skull. To the laity it may seem strange,
but it is none the less true, that it is often impossible to
diagnose a fracture of the vault of the skull. The meningeal
haemorrhage that in this case proved fatal also causes no
symptoms until some time after the injury-until, in fact,
a considerable quantity of blood has been effused ; and it is
impossible to know that such haemorrhage is going on inside
the skull until the marked signs of compression of the brain
are produced. Not only, then, was there no want of a care-
ful examination, but the conditions were such as could not
have been detected when the man was first seen. But more
than that, it is evident that had the true nature of the case
been suspected, the admission of the man to the wards would
not have prevented the fatal hsemorrbage. There appears
to be a tendency now for jurymen and newspaper writers
to pass very hasty and unsupported judgments upon the
conduct of hospital officials ; and Mr. W. J. Payne is to be
commended for the clear ruling he gave the jury in this case.
Unless our hospitals are to be overcrowded by the admission
to the wards of every case of scalp wound, it is to be feared
that in our present state of knowledge such accidents may
occasionally occur. And when they do, the attending sur-
geons ought to be able to rely upon the sympathy instead of
incurring the censure of the public.

THE APPOINTMENT OF SURGEON TO THE

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY.

IN the early part of last week, the Committee appointed
by the directors of the Great Western Railway to decide on
the merits of the candidates for the post of surgeon to
this railway announced that they had selected Mr. Bond,
assistant-surgeon to the Westminster Hospital, to fill the
vacant office. The appointment has been very actively
contested, and men of such unusual ability as Mr. Bennett,
of St. George’s, Mr. Pepper, of St. Mary’s, and Mr. Nankivell,
of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, Chatham, were amongst the
candidates. The number of applicants, if report speak true,
was extraordinary, upwards of a thousand considering
themselves capable of discharging the duties of the office.
The salary is, we believe, about E600 a year; and it argues
rather badly for the prosperity of the profession that so large
a number of aspirants should be found willing to leave practice
for the sake of securing so small an annual income; unless,
indeed, as we believe was really the case, the majority of the
applicants were of opinion that the duties of the office were
not sufficiently onerous to be incompatible with other medical
appointments and duties. In Mr. Bond the railway has
secured the services of a distinguished and experienced
surgeon, who is familiar with the special work required of
him in consequence of his connexion in a similar capacity
with the Great Eastern Railway, and who may be depended
upon to act discreetly in the numerous cases that will come
before him, in which private interests and those of the

Company are more or less antagonistic.

PARLIAMENT.

XOTWITHSTAXDJNG a recent slight catarrh, it ia interesting
to note the voice and vigour with which the Premier de-
livered his great speech, on Monday night, to a crowded
house, in support of some means for abating the talk and
increasing the work of Parliament. We shall leave Parlia-
ment to thrash out the good and reject the evil of these
proposals. We shall only express our conviction, founded
on much observation, and apart from all political views, that
Parliament is a very blunt and inefficient instrument of

business, and that if surgeons had such an instrument to

operate with they would sharpen it.

HEALTH OF PARIS.

, DR. BERTILLON, the statistical chief of the Prefecture of
the Seine, has just issued a valuable "Annuaire Statistique"
for the city of Paris specially relating to the year 1880; it is,
however, in fact, a retrospective summary of the statistics for
that city during along series of years. The volume consists of
more than 600 pages, and embraces a wide range of statistics.
With regard to the mortality statistics of Paris, the annual
death-rate of the city is given for each quinquennium from
1821 to 1870, during which period of fifty years it averaged
no less than 30’0 per 1000. This period included four
cholera epidemics, in 1832, 1849, 1S4-5, and 1865. The-
death-rate in the two more recent periods of five years is

given as 26’5 and 24’3, showing a considerable decline, but
at the same time a large excess upon the rate that prevailed
during the same period in London. Dr. Bertillon hesitates
to report definitely what was the rate of mortality in Paris
during the year 1880, as when his volume was under prepara-
tion the results of the recent census in that citv were not
known. The true rate was, however, about 25 per 1000,
while in London it did not exceed 21 ’6. The difference from
these figures very far from correctly represents the true excess
of mortality in Paris as compared with that in London. The

age-distribution of the Paris population, in consequence of
its exceptionally small proportion of young children and of
elderly persons, should cause a considerably lower death-
rate in Paris than in London. Calculated by the English
life-table standard, 1000 of the Paris population should give
but 19’8 deaths annually; whereas 1000 of the London

population (in consequence of its larger proportion of young
children and elderly persons) would, according to the same
standard, give 21 deaths per annum. After due allowance
for this marked difference in the age-constitution of the-
London and Paris populations, it may be calculated that
the death-rates in those cities in 1880 were as 19’6 to 25’0

per 1000 respectively. Stated in another way, the mortality
in Paris in 1880 was equal to 128 deaths in that city to each
100 deaths recorded in London. It may be hoped that
Dr. Bertillon’s mortality statistics, reflecting severely as they
do upon the sanitary condition of Paris, will receive due con-
sideration from the municipal authority of that city.

THE ELECTROTONUS OF THE NERVES IN
LIVING MAN.

IT has long been desired, alike by physiologists and by
electro-therapeutists, to obtain clear evidence in the human
nerve of the alterations of excitability by galvanic currents
which Pfliiyer observed in the frog’s nerve. Those observers
who thought they were demonstrable rested on experiments
fragmentary and conflicting; others, such as Runge, went
so far as to deny altogether the existence of such alterations,
or at least the possibility of proving them. Indeed, the
conditions of experimentation on the human body are so
complex, and the sources of fallacy so numerous, that it
appeared almost impossible to simplify the one and to
eliminate the other sufficiently to obtain clear and uniform
results. Mr. de Watteville and Dr. Waller, in a

communication read at the last meeting of the Royal
Society, appear to have obtained by new methods results
of importance and interest. They state that the results
of numerous experiments, in all of which they applied
Marey’s graphical method for recording the muscular
contractions obtained, allow them to formulate laws for
the human nerve strictly concordant with, though not

absolutely similar to, those laid down by Pnuger for the
exsected frog’s nerve. Thus the cathodic and anodic regions
of the nerve respectively present the usual increased and
diminished irritability during polarisation. Some interest.

ing experiments, however, seem to prove that in man it is
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the katelectrotonic which invades the anelectrotonic zone
with increasing polarisation. With reference to the after

effects, it is to be noted that the temporary negative modifi-
cation after katelectrotonus is of very considerable duration in
man. The subsequent positive modification (as well as that
following anelectrotonus) has also been traced for very con-
siderable periods. The memoir, as communicated to the

Royal Society, has of course a purely physiological character.
But, inasmuch as it deals with phenomena observed on
living man, we may claim it as having a distinct clinical im-
portance, furnishing, as it will certainly do, a scientific basis
to electro-diagnosis and therapeutics. It is high time that
in England these branches of the medical art should break
away from the unpleasant associations under which they still
labour in the minds of the majority among medical men.

HOUSES OF CARE FOR THE INSANE UNDER
REMAND.

IT has long been felt that the state of matters which leaves
a magistrate no alternative but to remand a person supposed to
be insane to the custody of ordinary prison officials, or to send
him to a workhouse, is unsatisfactory and even mischievous.
In truth there is no power to remand to a workhouse. It is

only in cases of pauperism, or when the relieving officer is
the person charging a lunatic or supposed lunatic before a
magistrate, that the prisoner can be placed in a workhouse
during the intervals of examination; and even when this is
done the proceeding is not legal, though tolerated. When
persons charged by the police are suspected of insanity, they
are usually sent to prison with the order-or request in point
of fact-that the attention of the police or prison surgeon
may be called to the case. As happened the other day, a
prisoner so remanded may commit suicide for want of proper
supervision. The best plan would be to send cases of this
class to the receiving ward of an asylum. When in process
of time the wisdom of treating insanity as a disease, apart
from its social disabilities, has come to be publicly recognised,
we shall have distinct hospitals for the prompt cure of
mental disease, instead of asylums for the care of the insane.
It will then be possible to make full and suitable provision
for the instant custody, and treatment, when necessary, of
those who are suspected or accused of insanity. Meanwhile
the insane should be sent to such asylums as exist, and not
to prisons and workhouses where they cannot be properly
cared for, where precise diagnosis is impossible, and where
the unsound of mind are wholly out of place and not wanted.

TRAINING v. "EDUCATION."
IT is hopeless to expect that the mental and physical

disadvantages accruing to our modern system of "educa-
tion " will be sensibly reduced until it begins to be reco-
gnised that education should consist in the development of
the faculties rather than the mere acquisition of knowledge.
It may appear a paradox, but it is a simple and plain
statement of fact, that a man may be well educated and yet
know little or nothing. The best intellectual organism iq
not that which has been most heavily charged with infor-

mation, but that which possesses in the highest degree the
faculty or power of finding facts at pleasure, and using them
logically and with prompt ability. A ready wit, in the
true sense of the term, is incomparably better than a loaded
brain. Attention is frequently drawn to this matter in ou<
columns, and the lay press does us the honour to quote
and amplify our remarks on the subject ; but little,
if anything, is gained by the ventilation of the idea, becaust
it is opposed to the spirit and feeling of the day. So mud
the worae for the prevailing sentiment on the subject. Ou

appeal must now lie to parents and teachers. Miserablf
cases of mental collapse are constantly falling under notice

I
in which the process of cramming has produced a blighting
effect on the brains of the young. Their physical health has
been sacrificed in the attempt to make them prodigies of
learning. It would be more reasonable to remember that
the brain is not only as much part of the body as is the mus-
cular system, but the organ of the mind is so intimately
connected with the centres of vitality, that unless the whole
body be fully nourished, the brain must quickly lose its

strength, and the mind power itself be exhausted in the loss
of general health. -

LONDON FOGS.

THE RIGHT HON. GEORGE CUBITT will shortly move the
House of Commons to appoint a Select Committee to con.
sider the extent of London fogs, whether they are in.

creasing, whether they are injurious, and whether their
cause is controllable. It is a foregone conclusion with the
member for West Surrey that London fogs are caused by
smoke. We have no wish to weaken the hands of those
who are striving to enforce the abatement of a great
nuisance by the adoption of measures to compel the con-
sumption of smoke. At the same time we would suggest
that if a Select Committee be appointed, it should not pre.
judge the question submitted to it, or seek evidence to

support a particular hypothesis. Let the whole question
of fogs, as they occur throughout the kingdom, be investi-

. gated, with a view to make out their causes. It would not
, 

be amiss to remember that London means " lake town," and
: that the land on which no inconsiderable part of the
- metropolis stands has been reclaimed from marshes, or is
: made ground. It is necessary to search deeper than smoke

for the cause of London fogs, and only in proportion as it is
broad and unprejudiced can the inquiry Mr. Cubitt desires

5 , 
to institute be really useful or help to settle the issue which

, has been somewhat narrowly and clumsily raised.

EXTIRPATION OF CANCEROUS UTERUS.

THE following are the leading features of the case referred
to in our issue of Feb. llth of extirpation of the uterus
through the vagina recorded by Dr. Christian Fenger, of

Chicago, in the American Journal of the Medical Sciences.
The patient was a married woman, forty years of age, who
had borne nine children. The first symptoms of the disease
showed themselves soon after her last confinement, nine
months before the operation, in a sense of weight, and
pains, at first of a cutting and then of a dull character.
About two months later haemorrhages set in. When
examined on Aug. 14th, 1881, the vaginal part of the uterus
was found to be enlarged, the os uteri hard and nodulated,
but the organ was movable, and there was no evidence of
infiltration of the recto-vaginal tissues. An irregular ulcer
in the midst of greyish-red tissue was revealed by the
speculum, and a portion, on being removed and examined
microscopically, exhibited cancerous elements. It was de.
cided to attempt total extirpation of the uterus through the
vagina if the removal of the supra-vaginal part alone did not
suffice to get rid of the disease. The operation was per.
formed by Dr. Fenger on Sept. 19th. The uterus was drawn
down by vulsellum forceps, and in detaching it from the
bladder, the wall of which was slightly infiltrated, that
viscus was opened. The left half of the cervix uteri was
first excised, but the disease being found to extend higher
up, the whole organ was removed. To prevent prolapse of
the intestines through the large peritoneal wound, dis.
infected sponges were maintained there until the vesical
wound had been closed. The edges of the peritoneal wound
were then brought together by sutures, free irrigation prac-
tised, and Mikulicz’s instrument introduced for permanent
irrigation of the vagina with a 10 per cent. solution of
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thymol; a catheter was retained in the bladder. The ope-
ration lasted two hours and a half. Several ligatures were
required, the lateral ligaments being tied en MM.M6. For
some time there was moderate febrile reaction, pain (relieved
by opium), and tympanites; but on Oct. llth the patient
sat up for the first time, and on the 24th was able to move
about all day. The extirpated uterus measured four inches
and a half in length; its cervix was large and thick, the
external os and cervical canal irregularly ulcerated, and its
wall composed of thickened white cancerous tissue, which
extended into the lower half of the body of the organ. The

growth was found to be an epithelial carcinoma containing
cells of cylindrical and pavement type. Dr. Fenger enters
at length into the indications for the operation, and the
details of its procedure and after-treatment ; and his essay,
which embraces a survey of all that had been done on the

subject up to the time of writing, is one which should
receive attention. 

___

RAILWAY LITERATURE.

IT is a wholesome sign of the times that books worthy of
the name of literature are to be found in a cheap form at the
railway stations in competition with the trash that is still
found at the book-stalls. We may now expect to have many
books, the copyright of which is nearly out, in a legible form
for sixpence, and we rejoice to find that our old friend, " The
Ingoldsby Legends," has been one of the first to appear.
Sir Theodore Martin deserves the thanks of intelligent
Englishmen for the courage he has shown in bringing out
his great work, "The Life of the Prince Consort," in a six-
penny form. It is a marvellous sixpennyworth, and we
trust that it will be read as extensively as it deserves to be.
It is a history of our times from the point of view, not of the
party politician, but of one who, standing alto in puppe on
the ship of State, commanded an extensive range of the poli-
tical horizon ; and it is not the least interesting feature of the
book that it shows us how often " public opinion on current
topics" (dished up at so much a line) was formed on a basis
of misapprehension or absolute ignorance. To medical men
this work will have a special interest, as showing how great
was the influence of a member of their own profession
(Baron Stockmar) upon the destinies of more than one

European State. The book is full of facts, is written in

straightforward plain English, and is totally untinctured by
obsequiousness or flattery ; we strongly recommend those
who have not yet read it to buy it when next they go a
journey. -

EPIDEMIC PNEUMONIA. 

THE occurrence of forty-two cases of pneumonia in a small
German village of seven hundred inhabitants unquestionably
merits the designation of "epidemic," given to it by Penkert,
the narrator of the outbreak. The first case occurred on
March llth, and the last on May 14th. The mode of

development and progress of the cases give considerable

probability to the theory of its miasmatic origin. The first
twelve cases were in children who attended the same
school. The village consists of a single street, and at its
lowest extremity is the school building, separated from a
new cemetery only by a piece of low ground, in which is a
pool. For some days before the outbreak the wind blew from
the direction of the cemetery and pool to the school-house,
and the ground water was so high that most of the cellars
in the lowest part of the village were flooded, and there was
a sudden rise of temperature. It is conjectured that the
saturated soil of the burial-ground furnished germs which
were carried by the wind to the school-house. It is note-

worthy that the first cases occurred only among children
occupying rooms facing this cemetery ; and that, from the
direction of the wind, no other house in the village would be

exposed. Of the other cases, in twenty-eight there was a
strong suspicion of direct contagion. After the commence-
ment of the Easter holidays no other children attending the
school were attacked. The mortality was low, only two of
the whole number ot cases being fatal. The duration of the
disease never exceeded three days. The part of the lung
affected was, in sixteen cases, the right lower lobe, in fifteen
the left lower lobe, and in one case the apex of the left lung.
In every case the onset was sudden, and the symptoms in
other respects such as characterise acute croupous pneu-
monia.
A recrudescence of epidemic pneumonia in a prison

has afforded Kiihn the opportunity of ascertaining by
experiment whether this form is transmissible to animals.
He therefore introduced beneath the skin of rabbits portions
of recent pneumonic sputa, and obtained remarkable results.
Of seventeen rabbits employed, five died within forty-eight
hours after the inoculation, without any elevation of tem-
perature ; six others were attacked with high fever, ending
with a crisis on the fifth or seventh day. Some died, the
others were killed, and in all there were found foci of

pneumonic infiltration and various other changes : pleurisy,
pericarditis, enlargement of the spleen, swelling of Peyer’s
patches, parenchymatous nephritis, injection of the pia
mater, oedema of the brain. The lesions thus resemble
those of acute septicaemia very closely. In two of the
rabbits, however, besides the lesions already described,
recent tubercles were found in the lung.

ABUSE OF THE IRISH MEDICAL CHARITIES ACT.

MR. T. J. O’RORKE, medical officer of Ballinrobe Dis-
pensary District, County Mayo, kindly sends us an account
of an action against a member of the Dispensary Committee
in the County Court for the recovery of fees for attendance
on two patients, to whom, as Poor-law guardian and member
of the Dispensary Committee, he issued tickets for medical
relief under the Medical Charities Act. One patient was a
well-to-do farmer, living five miles from Mr. O’Rorke’s

residence; the other was the child of a large cattle-dealer in
the town, and was brought to the dispensary. The County
Court Judge expressed himself satisfied from the evidence
that the cases were not entitled to medical relief under the
Medical Charities Act, and that the committeeman had not
taken sufficient care to find out their circumstances, and
must be held responsible for the doctor’s fee, and gave a
decree for the doctor for 91 Ils. 6d. and 6s. 9d. costs. Mr.
O’Rorke afterwards brought the cases before the Dispensary
Committee, who declared by a large majority that the cases-
were not poor persons within the meaning of the Act. By
his action in this matter Mr. O’Rorke has not only done
justice to himself but laid the profession under an obligation.
It is to be feared that in the west, more than in any other
part of Ireland, the Medical Charities Act is greatly abused.
People as a rule will not pay a medical man where they
can get his services too easily for nothing.

THE MONT DORE HOTEL.

WE have received sundry communications with reference
to a circular recently addressed to the members of the pro-
fession commending the above hotel as a financial invest.
ment, and accompanied with a letter from a well-known and
respected Fellow of the College of Physicians. We share
the opinion expressed in these communications, that Fellows
of the College should leave such letters to be drawn up by
others, especially if, as directors or shareholders, they may
be supposed to have pecuniary interests in the" hotel." We
confess to a growing disapproval of anything like hotel
keeping by medical men.
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THE BURIAL OF THE POOR WHO DIE IN

HOSPITALS.

IT is a very difficult question to decide on whom rests the
responsibility of providing for the burial of those who die in
our large hospitals, when the frienls of the deceased are
unable from poverty, or unwilling, to find the means for the
interment. A peculiarly distressing instance which came
before the magistrate at the Southwark Police-court on the
17th inst. may lead to some solution of the difficulty under
the authority of the Local Government Board. A poor man

died in Guy’s Hospital on the 9th inst., and his daughter,
who was ordered to have the body removed, told the

magistrate that the fotmily was too poor to pay for his
burial. The relieving officer of St. Olave’s Union, in which
parish the hospital is situate, has instructions not to bury
paupers who die in the hospital; and the relieving officer of
St. George’s Union, in which parish the deceased had lived
for two years and a half previous to his going into the
hospital, also refused to bury him because the hospital is
out of that parish. As the hospital authorities have no funds
for such a purpose, no one would bury the dead pauper.
Such a scandal is much to be regretted, and could only
occur in our metropolis, where parochial rights are allowed
to prevail even over the most pressing and elementary claims
of humanity. The magistrate acted most kindly and
judiciously by at once ordering the removal of the body and
arranging for the payment of the expenses of the funeral.
The facts have been placed before the Local Government
Board, and we hope that a speedy arrangement will be
arrived at, lest another similar scandal should arise. It is
obvious that an exactly parallel case may occur to-morrow
at any of our metropolitan hospitals, but if such a one
should unfortunately happen, we trust that we shall be

spared any mention of the dissecting-room, which can only
add to the sorrow of those friends or relatives who may
claim the corpse, even when they are too poor to provide
for its removal and interment.

POST-PRANDIAL MEDICAL ETHICS.

DINNER is generally considered to have the effect of

disposing men to take a genial and generous view of their
brethren; and it might have been hoped that when a body
of medical men, after dinner, took to the discussion of
medical ethics instead of the discussion of dessert, the views
expressed would have been of a cheerful and complimentary
character. We are sorry to have to allude to an instance
which contradicts all this. The South Durhayrc and Cleve-
land Mercucry reports that Dr. John Farquharson, of Stock-
ton, entertained a number of his friends at dinner on a
recent occasion. It is a very unusual thing for newspapers
to report that a gentleman entertains his friends at dinner,
and we do not quite wish to see the practice imitated ; but,
as we have hinted, something still more unusual followed.
A discussion on medical ethics was opened, and the few
non-medical members of the company would be puzzled to
find the whole time and intellect of a pleasant professional
party taken up with denouncing the conduct of some few-
unnamed&mdash;persons who in the estimation of the speakers
discredit their profession by loud or vulgar ways of con-

duct. We do not doubt that there are such persons in
the north of England. But how to deal with them is a
far more delicate and difficult matter than Dr. Farquhar-
son seems to think. But of one thing we are sure, and that
is how not to deal with them. The question is not suitable
for an after-dinner discussion published in the newspapers.
A private meeting would be much more to the purpose.
But to call one’s friends together over dinner, then " to wash
the dirty linen" of the profession before clergymen and
lawyers, to arrive at only impotent conclusions, and after-

wards to publish all in the newspapers, is a very question.
able way of vindicating the honour of the profession, and
tends to convey a false and exaggerated opinion of the
general spirit and conduct of medical men.

THE LONDON WATER-SUPPLY.

MESSRS. CROOKES, ODLING, and MEYMOTT TIDY con.
tinue to give us excellent reports of our Thames water.

supply. Of 175 samples taken from the mains of the seven
London Water Companies deriving their supply from the
Thames and Lea, three only were recorded during the month
of January as " very slightly turbid," the remaining li2

samples " were bright, clear, and efficiently filtered," and so
the report goes on for the several Companies. Of the twenty-
five (daily) samples supplied by the New River Company,
of the twenty-five samples from the mains of the East
London Company, of the twenty-five samples from the mains
of the West Middlesex Company, and of the twenty-five
samples from the mains of the Chelsea Water Com.

pany, the whole were found to be well filtered, clear,
and bright. Of the twenty-five samples from the mains
of the Lambeth Water Company, one was recorded as

"very slightly turbid," the remaining twenty-four being
well filtered, clear, and bright. Of the twenty-five samples
from the mains of the Grand Junction Company, the

whole, excepting one which was " very slightly turbid,"
were found to be well filtered, clear, and bright. Of the

twenty-five samples from the mains of the Southwark and
Vauxhall Company, the whole, excepting one which was
recorded as "very slightly turbid," was found to be well
filtered, clear, and bright. " It is observable," the reporters
say, "that the gradual increase which began in the month
of October, both in the proportion of organic carbon and the
degree of brown tint, reached its maximum in the month of
December, since when there has been a return in these

particulars toward the more usual condition of the waters,"

THE EXAMINATION FOR THE ARMY, NAVY,
AND INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICES.

THE competitive examination for commissions in the

Army Medical Department, Navy, and Indian Medical

Service, commenced on Monday last at Burlington House.
Over sixty candidates presented themselves for the Army,
twenty-one for the Navy, and thirty-one for India. It is un-
derstood that there are only six vacancies for the Royal
Navy, so that the new Naval Warrant has borne fruit in
producing for the first time for many years real competition.
The Naval Service is evidently once more becoming popular
at the schools. We trust that the experience of the past
will not be thrown away upon the authorities, and that the
conditions of service which have brought forward this supply
of candidates will be honourably carried into effect.

THE RESPITE OF WESTBY.

WE are glad to find that Westby has been respited. The
Home Secretary, acting under the authority vested in his
office, commissioned two physicians to investigate the
mental condition of the convict, and as a result of their

report the Secretary of State has stayed execution, of
course with intent to place Westby in an asylum. The

reported behaviour of the prisoner when the remission of
sentence of death was communicated to him is in accord
with the hypothesis of his insanity. He wished to die,
and now regrets that he did not die by his own hand, as
the law dooms him to live on in his misery. He has for

years been the victim of delusions which have placed him
in ceaseless torment. It was his belief that those around
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Km jeered and derided his every action. This, the mania
of suspicion, is one of the most life-embittering of the divers
forms of mental disease, and it is readily conceivable that
a victim of this terrible infliction would prefer " to sleep,
and by sleeping end" his sufferings. Our only marvel,
looking back on the case, is that the medical testimony did
not save the court and the jury from the embroglio in which
the doctrinaire ruling of the judge and the ill-timed docility
of the jury landed them. The physicians commissioned by
the Home Secretary were Dr. Orange of Broadmoor, and
Dr. Gover, Medical Inspector of Prisons. The judgment
of these tried and trusted men happily averted the judicial
blunder of carrying into effect a bad verdict and an inap-
pTOpria.te sentence. 

-

FATAL ACCIDENTS IN THE LONDON STREETS.

FATALITIES in the London streets continue to increase.
During the past thirteen years the number of deaths re-
ported by the Registrar-General as du3 to horse and vehicles
in the streets of the metropolis have almost steadily increased
from 192 in 1869 to 252 in 1831. This latter number shows a
considerable excess upon the number in any previous year,
the nearest approach being 237 in 1878. If this heavy
death-to’,[ upon passengers in the Lonlofi thoroughfares be
analysed, with a view to distinguish the classes of vehicles
which have m )st largely contributed to this slaughter, we
find that 146, or considerably more than half, were due to
vans, waggons, drays, and carts, 44- to omnibuses aud tram-
cars, 31 to cabs, and 14 to carritges, while 13 were caused
by horses. Perhaps the most noteworthy feature of these
returns is the continually increasing fatality due to tram-
cars. So far as these deaths have been from time to time

distinguished in the Registrar-General’s weekly returns,
it appears that during last year more fatal accidents were
caused by tramcars than by omnibuses.

PARIS HOSPITALS.

THE Municipality of Paris is about to lay out a large sum
of money upon the hospitals and almshouses of the capital,
and the scheme includes an expenditure of &pound; 140,000 upon
the Hospice de la Maternite, which, as the name implies, is
for the accommodation of necessitous women near their
confinements. This hospital was founded at the time of the
first revolution, and after being given a home in the former
Convent of Val de Grace, it was transferred to the Abbey of
Port-Royal. In 1814 it was divided into two branches, one
for the nursing of new-born children, the establishment at
Port-Royal being reserved solely for the accouchement of
patient<. The Port-Royal buildings are now so old that
the establishment is in anything but a satisfactory condition
’from a sanitary point of view, and the proposed outlay of
&pound;140,000 will enable the administration to erect a com-

modious building on the present site, with rooms for the
medical staff, a lecture-room, library, &c.

THE THAMES POLLUTION.

A DEPUTATION consisting of two members, a lay member
and a clergyman, visited the Northern Outfall of the main-
sewerage system a few days ago. The day was exces-

sively foggy, but notwithstanding the obscuration they
appear to have seen further and more clearly into the diffi-
culties of the question than many of their predecessors who
were more favoured with daylight. They had visited the
Aylesbury sewage works previously, and had been so charmed
with the results of the process witnessed there that they had
no doubt it would prove equally applicable to the sewage
from the London main sewers. One of the deputation
moved that a letter should be written to the Metropolitan
Board of Works on the subject.

THE NORTH LONDON NURSING ASSOCIATION
FOR THE POOR.

THE first Annual Report of this Association has just been
issued, and discloses a very satisfactory effurt to carry the
beuefits of skilled nursing to the homes of the poor in the
north of London. The General Committee and the Execu-
tive Committee include the names of many local practi-
tioners. The subscriptions and donations have been liberal
enough to put the Committee in possession of a good
balance with which to commence the second year’s opera-
tions, and the fund raised represents a wide range of

opinions and denominations. There seems every prospect
of this northern Association working well, and having
a more healthy future for being independent and responsible
for its own existence and efficiency. It would be difficult to

exaggerate the advantage of such an institution to the poor.

WHAT IS A HOUSE?

MR. ELLISON, of the Lambeth police-court, had a few
days ago to adjudicate on the question whether a caravan
was properly designated a house or not. A piece of ground
was let in the district to the occupants of caravans, and
there being no fixed decencies provided, a state of grave
nuisance grew up. The sanitary inspector of the vestry took
proceedings against the firm which had let the land for the
nuisance created upon it from lack of proper sanitary
provision, considering the caravans as houses on wheels.
But Mr. Ellison declined to accept the term " house" as thus
applied. -

PENDLETON PROVIDENT DISPENSARY.

THE promoters of this dispensary seem impressed with
two desiderata-first, that of excluding, much more rigidly
than is done, from all accounts, in the Manchester Provident
Dispensaries, those whose wages exceed the limit laid down;
secondly, that of securing the complete independence of
the members from all need of extraneous or charitable

, assistance. These are two excellent principles, if they can
be applied with anything like adequate remuneration. But

; we have not yet seen any satisfactory instance of the sort.

SCHOOL BOARDS TO PAY MEDICAL FEES.

IT is pleasant to find the imperious exercise of authority
by School Board officials checked by magisterial interference.
Not only are children of the poor hounded to school " by
order," but, if they are too ill to attend, the School Board
would like to get that fact certified bv the medical man in
attendance without fee or reward. This attempt has been
checked, we hope effectually, by a recent decision in the
Southwark Police Court, where the magistrate, Mr. Bridge,
dismissed a summons obtained by the School Board, and
mulcted the Board in costs.

FACILITIES FOR OBTAINING POISONS.

A RECENT case of death from swallowing strong " nitric
acid" procured at a druggist’s and used for the toothache,
has induced a coroner’s jury to protest against the facilities
for obtaining poisons Every now an 1 again this protest is
made, but without result. Cnemists are allowed to retail
the most deadly drugs, and lay persons, either wilfully or in
ignorance of the properties of the articles purchased, poison
themselves or others. It is vain to expect anything from the
Legislature in its present mood. Obstruction has taken the

place of progress ; but the time must come, and we would
fain hope it cannot be far distant, when the whole question
of the sale of poisons, with or without warning labels, will be
considered. Probably nothing will be done to place the matter
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on a safe footing until Parliament is better informed than
at present as regards the practical bearings of the subject.
Will it ever come to pass that Medicine is represented in
the House of Commons by men who are not ashamed to be
known and regarded as medical practitioners, and who make
it their daily business to bring the interests of health and
sanitary improvement under the notice of the Government
and the Legislature ? 

____

A TRAINED NURSE FOR DISPENSARY

PATIENTS.

THE recent annual meeting of the Salisbury Provident
Dispensary seemed to diclose a prosperous state of matters.
There are 7300 members and 10 medical officers. After

paying all the working expenses, a sum of 943 was found to
remain. On the motion of Dr. Roberts, it was determined,
on the strength of this surplus, to appoint a trained nurse
for the benefit of urgent non-infectious cases. The proposal
is a good one, and worthy of imitation by other dispensaries.
The working expenses amount to &pound; 268, while JE727 is dis-
tributed among the surgeons. On a rough calculation, of
every 7d. expended, 3d. went for drugs, dispensers, &c.,
and 4d. went to the surgeon. Dividing the members and
the money equally among the surgeons, each would receive
about &pound; 70 for attending 700 members, which gives the
modest pay of 2s. per member.

POISONING BY COAL GAS.

MR. R. A. JACKSON records a very interesting case of
coal-gas poisoning in our columns this week. It is surprising
that such cases are not more common. The percentage of
gas in the room where the girl and two dogs were found
could not have been great, as the escape was not in the room
itself, but in the basement of the house. Loss of memory,
from which the girl suffered, is mentioned by writers on the
subject as having been a prominent symptom in other cases.
Mr. Jackson is to be congratulated on the favourable issue
of such an alarming occurrence.

THE YELLOW FEVER AT BARBADOES.

THE history of the yellow fever at Barbadoes is scarcely
complete without noticing the praiseworthy services of the
medical profession of that island itself, who have all
laboured devotedly at their post throughout the epidemic.
In addition, several of them offered their services for duty
with the troops to fill the vacancies caused by the death of
medical officers. The fever has scarcely yet died out;
occasional severe cases still occur. We are happy to be able
to report the garrison quite free from the disease.

A MEETING of the Royal Commission on Small-pox and
Fever Hospitals was held at No. 11 Committee-room, House
of Commons, on Friday, the 17th inst. There were present
Lord Blachford, Sir James Paget, Sir Rutherford Alcock,
Mr. A. W. Peel, M.P., Mr. E. L. Pemberton, M.P., Dr. A.
Carpenter, Dr. J. Burdon-Sanderson, Dr. W. H. Broadbent,
Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson, and the secretary, Mr. Nathaniel
Baker. 

__

DR. CLEMENT GODSON has been appointed Consulting
Physician to the City of London Lying-in Hospital, in
succession to Dr. Greenhalgh, whose services to the insti-
tution, we are glad to say, have been recognised in his
appointment as Honorary Consulting Physician.

DR. W. MURRELL has been appointed additional Examinei
in Materia Medica in the University of Edinburgh, vice
Dr. Lauder Brunton, who retires.

AN election of Fellows of the Royal University of Ireland
will be held on Tuesday, April 18th next, and the Senate
have fixed the examinations for Scholarships on May 9th,
and have arranged that the general pass medical examina.
tions shall commence on June 20th.

PHARMACOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS.

QUININE.
EXPERIMENTS by Chirone of Messina have shown that

quinine can lessen sensibility, although it is incapable of
causing actual anaesthesia ; nor does it, even in large doses,
abolish reflex action. The stupefying effect occurs only
when the quantity taken approaches the toxic limit. The
first sensation to be lessened is that of touch, then that of
pain, and lastly, sensibility to heat. The diminution often
commences in the anterior part of the body before the pos-
terior. Deafness and blindness are often produced in dogs,
a,s in man, by large doses. Slight diminution of tactile
sensibility may be produced in man by a dose of fifteen

grains repeated after a short interval. If quinine is injected
into the arteries, local sensibility is produced in the part to
which it is conveyed; and all functional activity is suspended
in this region. Very large doses cause general convulsions.
No differences in the precise physiological action are to be
observed between quinine, quinidine, and cinchonidine; but
the latter appears to be the most toxic.

AN ARTIFICIAL SUBSTITUTE FOR QUININE.
The progress of synthetic chemistry is said to have at last

provided an effective substitute for quinine. This substance,
chinoline, is, indeed, a derivative of the cinchona, and some
other alkaloids, from which it was obtained by distillation,
as long ago as 1842, by Gerhardt, who termed it, from its
oily aspect, " quinolein. Soon afterwards Hofmann showed
that it was identical with an organic base which Runge, in
1839, obtained from coal-tar, and which he had termed
" Ienkoline. ’ The remarkable fact that from coal-tar could
be obtained the same base which was yielded by quinine
has remained for forty years unnoticed, in spite of its sug-
gestiveness. Lately chinoline has been found to possess
considerable therapeutic value, and to be producible by a
much simpler synthetic process. Skraup has ascertained
that it may readily be produced by heating aniline or intro-
benzol with glycerine, and this process is now employed for
its commercial preparation. According to Donath, Sal.
kowski, and Loewy, chinoline is an efficient substitute for
quinine in malarial fever, dose for dose, and sometimes it is
even more certain in its action. Unfortunately, it causes
considerable gastric irritation in some cases. It is an

exceedingly powerful antiseptic agent, superior even to

salicylic and carbolic acids, and seems likely to play an
important part in the antiseptic surgery of the future.
Most of its salts are deliquescent, but the tartrate is crystal.
line and stable ; its cost is one.fitth that of quinine.

In a note published in the Pharmaceutical Journal
Mr. Charles Ekyn throws doubt, however, on the identity of
most commercial preparations of chinoline, obtained from
coal tar, with the old leucoline produced by the distillation
of cinchonine, &c. A specimen obtained from Germany as
pure chinoline was found on analysis to consist for the most
part of a mixture of aniline and nitrobenzol. Another
specimen contained traces of these substances, and although
it had the characteristic odour of chinoline aud gave the
proper reaction with potassium bichromate (a crystalline
yellow precipitate), it did not form blue cyanine when treated
with amyl iodide, although this reaction is readily obtained
with pure chinoline (from cinchonine.) It is probable that the
German so-called chinoline is a mixture of homologous
bodies, and a thorough investigation into its properties seems
desirable. It has been given abroad in large doses as a sub.
stitute for quinine, and it is needless to say that the presence
of a considerable quantity of nitrobenzol would give rise to
very unpleasant effects.

STRYCHNINE.

. 

M. Delaunay has found that if one limb of a frog is
faradised for half an hour, and the animal is then poisoned
with strychnine, the convulsions appear sooner in this
limb than in the others. The effect is not observed if the


